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HE Vacancy now in the Church hath 
been long unſupply'd, and the World 
i bave beheld this Accident with that 
Regard which is ſo juſtly due to Supreme 
— Authority. No Man hath preſumed to 
allow himſelf Liberties on this Subject beyond the 
decent Bounds of private Animadverſion; and to 
thoſe reaſonable Limits ſuch Perſons as are the mt 
tenderly intereſted in this Affair, would have re- 
ſtrain'd their Reflections had not You, Sir, made 
your Appeals to the Populace, as privileg'd beyond 
other Men, how much ſoever above you in Rank, 
or Dignity, or Merit. 

What I mean by your making Appeals to the 
Populace is beſt to bo explained by reciting a Para- 
graph inſerted by your Direction in the Daily Four- 
nal of February the 27th, Your Care and Expence, | 
at all Times beſtowed in ſo judicious a Manner, 
can never be too much _—_— but it deſerves a 
moſt particular Acknowledgment, that you ſhould 
be at the Trouble and — of informing the 
Publick, in a Paper of 2 W 

1 A 2 *+ That 


\. 4 [/ 
that * In the ſecond Volume of Biſhop Burnet's 
_ « Hiſtory, p. 119. publiſh'd a tew Days ſince, there 
is this REMARKABLE Paſſage, viz. 

* The State of Ireland leads me to inſert here a 
very particular Inſtance of the QukEx's pious 
«© Care in the diſpoling of Biſhopricks. Land 
«© Sidney was ſo far engaged in the Intereſt of a 
„ Great Family of hel that he was too eaſily 
„ wrought on to recommend a Branch of it to a 


« vacant See. The Repreſentation was made with 


« an undue Character of the Perſon ; ſo the Queen 
granted it; but when ſhe underſtood that he lay 
<< under à very bad Character, ſhe wrote a Letter, 
in her own Hand, to Lord Sidney, letting him 
©« know what ſhe had heard, and order'd him to 
„call for fix Iriſh Biſhops, whom ſhe named 
« to him, and to require them to certify to her 
„ their Opinion of that Perſon. They all agreed, 
c that he labour'd under an ill Fame, and till that 
* was examin'd into they did not think it proper 
<* to promote him, ſo that Matter was let fall. I 
do not name the Perſon for I intend not to leave 
« a Blemiſh on him, but ſet this down as an Ex- 
*« ample fit to be imitated by Chriſtian Princes.“ 
This prudent and modeſt Inſtruction, which you 
thus have ſet forth for Chriſtian Princes, will un- 
doubtedly draw their Acknowledgments as well as 
mine in your Favour. To Perſons of their Diſtin- 
ion, who cannot have the Leiſure, or Opportunity, 
or Inclination of tracing your Steps as I have done, 
the Conſideration, that none but you could be fi- 
ciently intereſted to ſer forth this REMARKABLE 
Paragraph, as you call it, and that zone but you 


could. poſſibly conſider it as REMARKABLE more 


than any other Paragraph : This will to them be as 
proper a ground for heir Thanks as if they were 
in the ſame Light with myſelf, and poſſeſſed Jo 
: | Cc 
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fame Evidence which I am Maſter of, concerning 


the Perſon who handed it to the Preſs, and paid for 
its being inſerted in that Paper. 

If the Merit of ſo much Zeal to find out fit Ex- 
amples for the Imitation of Chriſtian Princes, could 
admit of any Allay, it might poſſibly be objected 
to the Manner of ſuch a - Procedure, that Princes 
may be apply'd to by much more decent Means of 
Information, than by a Paragraph inſerted in a 
Common News Paper, for the Amuſement. of Coffee- 
Houſes, It may be objected, that the Dignity of 
Princes forbids any particular Subject to dictate 


publickly to their Conduct, or to make that Counſel 


publick which he ſubmits to their private Conſide- 
ration: That to exhibit Inſtructions to Princes tor 
the Exerciſe of any particular Prerogative, or for 
the Deciſion of any depending Conteſt, and to do 
this in one of the Daily Papers, is a rude Attempt 
upon the Liberty of the Royal Fudęment; an At- 
tempt that rather preſcribes to Princes than adviſes 
them ; an Attempt that lays a Foundation for Cla- 
mour and Abuſe. It doth not ſo much convey Mat- 


ter of Conſideration to Princes as it points out a 


Matter of Cenſure to partial unexamining Men; fo 
that the Prince who is thus DIRECTED by a publick 
Advertiſement of an Example fit for him to i mitate, 
muſt, if he act otherwiſe than the [n/tru#ion requires 
him to act, either deſcend to publiſh minute Ac- 
counts in Juſtification of his own Conduct; or he 
will be reproach'd for the free Uſe of his own Fudg- 
ment in the Exerciſe of his own lawtul Authority, 


and will be ſaid to have acted contrary to an Ex- 


ample fit for all Chriſtian Princes to imitate. | 
Give me leave, Sir, to warn you on this Head 
with all the Caution of a Friend. You convey to- 
the World a Paragraph ſuggeſting the Character of a. 
Perſon whom you do not approve, to be very BAD; 
= you 
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you infinuate that he labours under an ill Fame, en- 
deavouring thereby to draw the Diſpleaſure of his 
Prince upon him, You ought to be ſtrictly careful 
on a double Account in all Attempts of this Nature, 
that you do not indulge your own Malice againſt ſuch 
Perſons as you accuſe, and that you do not furniſh 
Matter to the MaLIcE of others againſt thoſe 
Princes whom you thus propoſe to influence. - 
If you, Sir, ſhould ever have had the Honour 
and Happineſs of free Approaches to ſuch Princes, 
it may fti!] enflame the Charge againſt you, that 
you take the Freedom of inſtructing them in their 
—— by Paragraphs printed in News Papers”: 
And perhaps /me Princes might be of Opinion, 
that a Perſon who knew no better how to employ 
the Privilege of adviſing them, ſhould for the future 
have no other Means of conveying Advice to them. 

It ſuch a Paragraph can be REMARKABLE more 
than any other, if ſuch an Example can be fit for 
Imitation more than any other mention'd by the Re- 
verend Hiſtorian, it can be ſo in no. other View 
than this, that particular Princes have now a parallel 
Caſe before them. And if you mean any thing at 
all, you muſt intend to ſuggeſt, that there is a pre- 
ſent Recommendation to a vacant See which appears 
to you in the ſame Light with Lord Sidneys Re- 
commendation to a Biſhoprick in Ireland. You thus 
ſuggeſt that a GREAT CoUNSELLOR of the Crown 
hath recommended a Perſon to the Favour of the 
Crown, with an undue Repreſentation of his Charac- 
ter; That ſuch Perſon lays under a very had Cha- 
rafter ;, that he ought not to be promoted till Six 
Biſhops have certified their Opinion of him; that if 
they theſe Six Biſhops agree he labours under an ill 
Fame, he is not to be promoted. And this is fer 


down as an Example fit for Chriſtian Princes to 
imil ate. | DET 
If 
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If this is a Method of TR VINO and STIGMAs 
T1ZiNG CHARACTERS that I ſhould make Ex- 
ions to, I would not be underſtood to reflect at 
this Diſtance. of Time, on the Wiſdom or Juſtice 
of that excellent QUEEN under whom this firſt In- 
ftance happen'd. We can have no other Lights of 
ſuch a Tranſaction, than what this Paragraph in 
Burnef's Hiſtory affords us; and we may in Charity 
believe, that the Accident was circumſtanced as he 
relates it to have been, that the Perſon ſet᷑ aſide 
did labour under an ill Fame; that the QUEEN heard 
it from no malicious Whiſperers, or intereſted Tale- 
bearers ; that it could not anſwer any ſelſiſb Purpoſe 
to repreſent him as one of a bad Character, if he 
really deſerved a good one; and that the Six Biſhops 
who were refer'd to, and who certified their ill 
Opinion of him, were equal unbiaſß'd indifferent 
Judges, incapable of any Intention to ſhake off their 
due Dependency on the Roy AL SUPREMACY ; in- 
capable of any. Scheme or Project 10 turn their 
Hierarchy into an AR1STOCRACY ; incapable of ſet- 
ting on Foot a Cabal to take the Nomination of Bi- 
ſhops to themſelves in Prejudice and Diſhonour of 
the CRown ; incapable of any malicious Deſign to 
deſame and ſtigmatixe all Men, however virtuous or 
deſerving, who would not conform to the Obedience 
required, and become ſubſervient to the Intrigues 
carried. on by ſuch a ſpiritual Cabal; incapable 
likewiſe of being the Creatures and Slaves of a 
proud, ambitious and mercenary PRELATE, who 
aſpired to engroſs Eccleſiaſtical Power, and to aſurp 
on the facred Preragatives of the Kine bis So- 
Dereign. | $27 3 
Make theſe liberal Conceſſions in Favour of thoſe 
ſix Bi/hops, becauſe however willing I am to think 


candidly of their Certificate, that the Man whom + | 


they ſet aſide labour'd under an ill Fame, yet it is too 
: plain 


4 
plain, ſhould ſuch a Method prevail of trying and 
diſqualifying Candidates for Eccleſiaſtical Prefer- 
ments, it muſt give a dangerous Scope to all the 
Practices which I have enumerated, and therefore 


I do not think it a ft Example for Chriſtian Princes 


to imitate, nor a fit Example for a free People to be 
fond of. + | | 

I need not tell you, Sir, how odious the Cabals 
of Ecclefiaſticks are to the Laws of this Kingdom ; 
you very well know the Law that reſtrains the 
B—ps from meeting together without the King's Au- 
thority in any Company beyond & certain Number ; 
you know the SUPREMACY which you have all 
{worn to maintain in the Crown; you likewiſe 
know, that in virtue of this Prerogative, the Crown 
hath an «ncontroulable Power of making Biſhops and 
Dignitaries in the Church, which before the Refor- 
mation Eccleſiaſticks had wickedly encroached on, 
pretending to the Right of electing one another, and 
that the Confirmation of ſuch Elections belonged to a 
SovERE1GN PONTIFF: All which, Sir, you have 
renounced by your Oaths, are ipſo facto Excommvu- 
NICATE, if you pretend to any ſuch exorbitant 
Power, and incur the Penalties of a Premunire, 
whereby you forfeit your Goods and Chattels, the 
Revenue of your Lands, and the Liberty of your 
Perſon. 

It avails nothing at all in Senſe or Juſtice, or to 
the Safety of Mankind, that theſe wife Proviſions 
were made by our Anceſtors, if B—ps, eluding the 
Laws, and their Oaths, ſhall ever claim that Power 

from the Grace of the Crown, which they renounce all 
Right to by the moſt ſolemn Sacraments. It would 
be a much more dangerous Practice than any which 
can be attempted, becauſe at the fame Time that it 
might ſeem to acknowledge the Force of the Law, it 
would deſtroy. the Ffef of it, and whilſt it might 


ſpesiouſſy 
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ſpeciouſly ſubmit to the Forms of the Conſtitution, 
would ſubvert the Foundation of it. | 

You will therefore allow me, Sir, to conſider 
this Scheme of trying all Candidates for Preferment 
in the Church with more Indignation, as it tends to 
give a Junto of B—ps a NzecaTive upon. the 
Nomination to any Biſhoprick, than it might be pro- 
per to expreſs with Regard to that Malice and 
Defamation which may at any time be employed te 
deprive a particular Perſon of the Advancement in- 
tended him. | 

It muſt be admitted, that nothing can be morecruel, 
diſhoneſt, and deteſtable, than to DEFAME an innocent 
Man, and to fix, by malicious Arts, an ill Fame upon 
him, in order to make him loſe his Preſerment. But 
there are Views and Deſigns which may be the Motives 
of ſuch an Attempt, and which will make it in- 
finitely more alarming than any Hardſhip done to 
a ſingle Perſon. There may be the Project of bring- 
ing all Promotions in the Church into the Hands of a 
few ambitious arbitrary Churchmen, ſo that the 
big beſt Counſellor of the Crown ſhall not recommend 
the Friend whom he beſt loves, and the Man whom 
he moſt approves, without expoſing ſuch Perſon to 
be DEPRIVED of his Reputation by thoſe who ma 
be averſe to bis Advancement: And the PRIxcE 
on the Throne, if he ſhall eſpouſe the innocent 
Party, after ſuch Reverend Defamers have teſtified 
their Diſlike of him, ſhall be expoſed to the ſame 
Ecclefiaſtical Malice, nay ſhall be ſet forth to all 
his Subjects, by one who is the Creature of his Power, 
and the Abuſer of his Favour, as an EXAMPLE not 
fit for Chriſtian Princes to imitale. 

It is Part of the Impeachment of the Houſe of 
Commons againſt AxchBISsHO H Laup, Article VI. 
„That he zraiterouſly aſſumed to himſelf a Papal 
and Tyrannical Power, both in Eccleiaſtical and 

„ Tem- 


* 
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« Temporal Matters, over his Majeſty's Subjects 
jn this Realm of England, and in other Places, 
«© to the Diſheriſon of the Crown, Diſhonour of his 
«© Majeſty, and Derogation of his Supreme Authority 
, in Eccleſiaſtical Matters. 5 

The Commons proceed in the Eighth Article of 
that Impeachment, to charge him, That for 
«© the better advancing of his traiterous Purpoſe 
and Deſign, he did abuſe the great Power and 
* Truft his Majeſty repoſed in him; and did 
* InTRUDE UPON THE PLACES OF DIVERS 
** GREAT OFFICERS, and upon the Right of other 


of his Majeſty's Subjects, whereby he did 


© pROCURE TO HIMSELF THE NOMINATION OF 
c N DRY PERSONS To ECCLESIASTICAL Di- 


*© RITIESs, Promotions and Benefices belonging to 


0 bis Mayeſiy, and divers of the Nobility and 
* Clergy, and others; and hath taken upon him 
the Commendation of Chaplains to the King, by 
*« which means, he hath prefer*d to his Majeſty's 
* Service, and to other great Promotions in the 
Church, ſuch as have been Popiſbly affected, or 
«© atherwife, unſound and corrupt, both in Dofrines 
and Manners.” 


1 chuſe, Sir, to cite theſe Articles for your Con- 
ſideration, to ſhæw you the Senſe and Judgment of 


Parlainent, on the Matter before us; and if it 


Mold ever appear in a National Enquiry, that 
B ——ps have aſſumed to themſclves the Nomination 


ec Bisgors, that they have haughtily and arbura- 
ri.y claimed the ſole Right of adviſing and recom- 
mencling in Eccleſiaſtical Promotions, pretending that 
the Hhigbeſt Councellor of the Crown, hath no Right 
tn «ffer his Awvice, on ſuch Occaſions, it may beget 
: Sreftion, which I am afraid, ſome Perfons will 
know not how to anſwer. 

. For 


' 
| 
| 
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For Inſtance, if an inſolent domineering Prelate 
ſhould ever pretend to advance it as his Right, 
to nominate Biſhops in the Manner as the Lozpy 
Hioh CHANCELLOR oF GREAT BRITAITN ad- 
viſes the Crown, in the Nomination of Judges, 
if he ſhould be arrogant enough to affirm, that he 
might as properly -interfere in ſupplying the Vacans 
cies of Weſtminſter-Hall, as that Great Officer may 
recommend to Vacant Sees, there can be no Difference 
made between ſuch a Behaviour, and the Caſe of 
Lavp HIMSELF, as deſcribed in theſe Articles of + 
Impeachment before us. | 55 | 

The Clergy of this Kingdom have ſworn to the 
RoyaL SUPREMACY, and hold all their Powers, 
Emoluments and Eccleſiaſtical Offices, by the Gift of the 
Civil Government ; And as the Order of Biſhops ariſes 
from the Inſtitution of Temporal Laws, its Vacancies are 
to be ſupply'd by the Mediation of Temporal Officers. 
You know, Sir, it is the GREAT SEAL alone, that 
hath any Yirtue or Effe# in the OxDINAaTION oF 
BisHops. Without it the Clergy can have no Dig- 
nitaries amongſt them, and the Holy Ghoft muſt ceaſe 
in this Kingdom, as to its Effect in conferring of Cha- . 
rafters. The Chancellor may refuſe to affix this Seal if 
he ſhall ſee Cauſe in his own Diſcretion ; for, neither 
the Conge D'Elire, nor any Inſtrument which relates 
to the making of Biſhops, are Writs of Right, nor 
is he bound to paſs them ex Officio, nor implicitely to 
obey the Warrants, which tranſmit them to him, 
He hath no Perils or Fears attending his Refuſal; 
though- if he ſhall think it proper to affix the 
Great Seal in ſuch Caſes, the Clergy ef all Orders 
and Degrees musT OBEY 1T, on Pain of the moſt 
ſevere Penalties. To ſeal ſuch Inſtruments of No- 
mination is on his Part an Acr or CONSCIENCE, 
wherein he is to adviſe with his free Judgment, and 
freely to offer the King his Opinion: But, : - 
| | ea 
| 
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ſeals them, the Conformity of the Church and their 
Obedience to the Crown are AcTs OF THE HIGHEST 
NExzczss1TY, wherein they are no more allowed a 
Latitude of judging or conſidering, than Sheriffs are 
in obeying the King's Writs of Execution. They 
perform them as Acts of the moſt ſimple and un- 
conditional Obedience, which admit of no Delays, nor 
Deliberations, nor Reſcriptions to the Prince. When 
the Clergy of this Kingdom are without Biſhops, they 
have no Right to any but from the King's Pleaſure, 
who may keep the See vacant to an indefinite Term; 
for, no. time Foes with the CRown. Waen it is 
the Royal Pleaſure that ſuch vacant See ſhall be 
ſupply'd, the Chapter of the Dioceſe have LEAVE 
To ErtecT and Leiters miſſive paſs with the Conge 
D Elire, requiring them to Elect ſuch Perſon as the 
King therein nominates. It they do not return the 
Conge d'Elire according to the Requiſition of the 
Letters miſſive, within twelve Days, the Act of Par- 
liament made in the five and twentieth Year of 
Henry the eighth, Chapter the twentieth, expreſly 
ſays, that the King's Highneſs, his Heirs or Suc- 
„ cefſors, at their Liberty and Pleaſure ſhall Nom1- 
*< NATE and PRESENT BY THEIR LETTERS 
% PATENTs under their GREAT SEAL, ſuch a 
« Perſon to the ſaid ARcyBrsnHoPRICK or Bi- 
* SHOPRICK as they ſhall think able and convenient 
for the ſame.” ; | 
The Statute proceeds in the next Section thus, 
And be it enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
© that whenever any ſuch Preſentment or Non f- 
NATION ſhall be made by the King's High- 
<< neſs, his Heirs or Succeſſors by Virtue and Au- 
«* thority of this Act, and according to the Tenor 
of the ſame, That then every Archbiſhop and Bi- 
6 Hop, to whoſe Hands any ſuch Preſentment and 


„ 1xumination ſhall come, SHALL with all Speed 
| : : (0 
and 
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* and Celerity inveſt and coxsg RATE the Perſon 
„ nominate and preſented by the King's Highneſs, 
„ his Heirs or Succeſſors, to the Office and Dignity 
« that ſuch Perſon ſhall be /o preſented unto, and 
give and uſe to him all Benedictions, Ceremonies, 
„ and things requiſite for the ſame.” 

The ſame Statute proceeds ſtill more vigorouſly 
in the ſixth and ſeventh Sections ef the aforeſaid 
Cap. 20. viz. ©* VI. And be it further enacted by 
« the Authority aforeſaid, That every Perſon and 
«c Perfons being hereafter choſen, elected, nominate, 
e preſented, inveſted and conſecrated to the Digni- 
„ty or Office of any Archbiſhop or Biſhop within 
this Realm, or within any other the King's Do- 
«<< minions, according to the Form, Tenor, and 
« Effect of this preſent Act, and ſuing their Tem- 
« poralities out of the King's Hands, his Heirs or 
«© Sauccefſors, as hath been accuſtomed, and maki 
&« a corporal Oath to the King's Highneſs, and to 
«© none other in Form as afore rehearſed, SHALL 
« ND MAY from henceforth be Trononiſed and 1 N. 
4 <TALLED as the Caſe ſhall require; (2) And ſhall 
have and take their only Reſtitution out of the 
„ King's Hands, of all the Poſſeſſions and Proſites 
* belonging to the ſaid Archbiſhoprick or Biſhop- 
& rick whereunto they ſhall be ſo elected or pre- 
« ſented, and SHALL BE OBEY'D IN ALL Max- 
& NER OF THINGs, according to the Name, Title, 
«© Degree and Dignity that they ſhall be choſen or 
& preſented unto, and do and execute in every 
« Thing and Things touching the ſame as any 
« Archbiſhop or Biſhop of this Realm, without of- 
« fending the Prerogative Royal of the Crown, 
„and the Laws and Cuſtoms of this Realm might 
«© at any time heretofore do. | | 

VII. And be it further enacted by the Au- 
* thority aforeſaid, That if the Dean and _ 

| 1 4 0 
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& of any Cathedral Church where the See of an 
„ Archbiſhop or Biſhop is within any of the King's 
% Dominions after ſuch Licence [or Conge &Elire] 
c as is afore rehearſed, ſhall be delivered to 
« them, proceed not to Election, and ſignify the 
« fame according to the Tenor of this Act 
« within the ſpace of twenty Days next, af- 
* ter ſuch Licence ſhall come to their Hands: 
« (2) Or elſe if any Archbiſhop or Biſhop within 
& the King's Dominions, after any ſuch Election, 
« Nomination or Preſentation, ſhall be ſignified 
« unto them by the King's LETTERS PATENTS, 
<< ſhall refuſe, and do not confirm, inveſt, and 
44 ConSECRATE, with all due Circumſtance, as is 
&« aforeſaid, every ſuch Perſon as ſhall be ſo e- 
& lefted, nominated or preſented, and to them ſig- 
« nified, as is above mentioned, within twenty 
% Days, next after the King's Letters Patents of 
&« ſuch Signification or Preſentation ſhall come to 
their Hands. (3) Or elfe, if any of them or 
% any other Perſon or Perſons admit, maintain, 
« allow, do or execute any Cenſures, Excommu- 
„ nications, Interdictions, Inhibitions, or any other 
„Act or Procels, of what Nature, Name, or Qua- 
„ liry ſoever it be to the Contrary, or Lett, or 
Hindrance of due Execution of this Act: (4) That 
* then every Dean, and particular Perſon of the 
« Chapter, and every Archbiſhop and Biſhop, and 
. © ALL other Perſons ſo offending, and doing con- 
trary to this Act, or any part thereof, and their 
« Aiders, Counſellors, Abettors, ſhall- run in the 
«© Dangers, Pains and Penalties of the Eſtatute 
of Proviſion and PaEMUNIRE, made in the 
„ five and twentieth Year of K. Edw. III. and 
<< in the ſix;:enth Year of King Richard II.“ 
Vide 1. Eliz. 1. and 8. Fliz. 1. 3 

Thus the Law of the Kingdom, makes the CLER- 
GY of the Kingdom, howſoever dignified or diſtin- 
; guiſhed, 
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guiſhed, the meer paſſive involuntary Mels of the 
Crown, moved by the abſolute Will of the Sove- 
reign, ſignified to them by HYrit or Patent under 
the Great Seal, to be iſſued or refuſed according to 
the Conſcience of him who hath Cuſtody thereot. 
Whomſoever the Pleaſure of the Crown ſhall 
PREFER 4s @ Biſhop, the Clergy have the Honour 
to ADOPT as tbeir Election. And though he 1s 
to all Intents and Purpoſes, a BisHop without their 
Election, yet ſtill they are under the ſtricteſt Ne- 
ceſſity to elect and confirm him, how little ſo- 
ever. he, or the King preſenting him, ſtands in 
need of their Election or Confirmation: which the 
Wiſdom of our Law, hath apparently enacted to 
ſnew, that they, the Clergy, are at the ſame 
time entirely uſeleſs, yet abſolutely dependent. They 
are without Power, to do any thing in the Caſe, 
but to ſhew their moſt bumble Obedience. They are, 
without the ſmalleſt Portion of Liberty, to delay, 
or deliberate about the Election or Conſecration 
required of them. They may, by the Aing's 
PERMIT, make his NoMiNnEE their Biſhop, who 
whether they wil) or not, muſt in all Events, by 
the King's Patents, be made their Biſhop. Whe- 
ther he is made by Election or Nomination, they 
muſt conſecrate him, and whether he is elected or 
conſecrated, the King's Authority, which in that 
Caſe can CREATE, will likewiſe INSTALL. him 
Biſhop with full Epiſcopal Power, ſo that the 
GREAT SEAL makes him @ Biſhop of his particular 
Church, and makes him at the ſame time, Bi/bop 
of the Church at large. Thus whilſt the Clergy are 
bound by all theſe penal Laws, the Chancellor 
is under the Injunctions of none; and ic is moſt: 
clear, that as well the Mandates of Conſecration, as 
the Leiters of Nomination, are equally truſted to the 
Diſcretian and Remanitrances of the Lord Chancellor 


far 
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for the time being, equally to be obeyed by the Clet- 
gy implicitly, and under the ſtricteſt Penalties, where- 
by it muſt appear, that the Power of the Great Seal is 
the only Source of EcclefiaFtical Holineſs, and. Stamp 
of imagined indelible Characters. 5 

Thus in the making of Biſhops or other Dig- 
nitaries, SUBMISSION, abſolute and unreſerved Sub- 
miſſion to Royal Prerogative, is the only Share 
which the Clergy are by the Laws of England 
entituled to, but the CHAN CELLOR, who affixes 
the Great Seal to every Inſtrument of Election 
or Creation, HE, who by his Office gives Life 
to every Nomination of Biſhops, Dignitaries, and 
Churchmen preferred by the Crown, it is his Right, 
and it is His DuTy to adviſe the Crown, It 
belongs ſo juſtly to his Province, that were he 
to neglect it, there can be no Doubt that it 
would be a Crime in his Conduct, and He is ſo far 
from being reſtrained as Churchmen are from ad- 
viſing in theſe Matters, that he is ſworn to it 
ben be receives the Great Seal, nor ought to affix 
that Seal in ſuch Caſes, until he hath diſcharged 
this Duty. 

Do you not ſee that the higheſt Churchman of 
this Kingdom was IMPEACcHED in Parliament, 
for that notwithſtanding he had taken the Oath of 
Supremacy, he took to himſelf the Nomination of 
Eccleſiaſtical Dignitaries, in high Diſhonour and Di- 
ſheriſon of the Crown : Shall then a ſubordinate 
 Churchman pretend more Right to adviſe the Crown 
in the Exerciſe of this Prerogative, than his Metro- 
politan is by Law entitled to? And ſhall he with 
ſuperior Inſolence pretend to greater Right than the 
GREAT KEEPER OF THE KING's CONSCIENCE ? 
That Officer whoſe Capacity for adviſing and judging 
in Eccleſiaſtical Promotions the Law of this King- 
dom ACKNOWLEDGES with the moſt favourite Di- 
ſtinction, by repoſing ſo high a Confidence in his 
Wiſdom 


* 


i W 

Niſdom and Integrity, that it is the Iuberent Right 
of the Great Seal to preſent to ALL THE LIVI VSS 
IN ENGLAND, valued in the King's Books under 
201, per Annum. The Perſon who bath Cuſtody 
of that Seal 8UppPLYES ALL Vacancies in the 
Church of this ſort by his own official Authority, 
- without any Warrant whatever, Can 1t after this 
hath been mention'd be doubted, where the Law 
of England hath veſted the Preſentations of the 
King, to fo vaſt an Extent in the pure Diſcretion 
of his Chancellor, that it hath not given him as large 
a Right to aDvisE in Promotions above that value, 
as it hath given him plenary Power to DISPOSE of 
all under that Value? And can it be conceived, that 
this Officer of the Crown, who hath Authority to 
ACT in this Extent rok the Crown, hath not a much 
more extenſive Province to act in as an ADVISER or 
THe CRO wN? Shall then a ſubordinate Churchman, 
whom the Laws have expreſly re$rained from acting 
or adviſing at all, proceed againſt the fundamental 


* 


Principles of the Conftttution, encroaching upon the 
Rights of the Seal, and intruding upon the Royal Pre- 
rogative ? And ſhall not the CHANCELLOR of Great 
Britain remember the Oath which he ſwore when 
the King deliver'd the Scals into his Keeping, Mat 
He ſhall not know, or ſuffer the Hurt or Diſheriting 
« of the King, or that the Rights of the Crown be 
« decreaſed by any Means, as far forth as be may let 
or hinder ; and if he may not let or hinder it, be 
& ſhall make it clearly and expreſsly known to 
the King with His true Advice and Counſel”. 
You have row] Sir ſeen, that this GREAT Or- 
FICER hath an undoubted Right of advi/ing, as 
well in the Nomination of Biſbops as of Fudges; 
and that Churchmen have no Right of interfering in 
the Nomination of either. This is moſt evident 
from the Laws, and apparent from Reaſon. If tho 
Head of that learned — is adviſed with 
| h an 


in the Promotion of Judges, it is moſt undoubtediy 
true, that none are ſo fit as Lawyers to recommend 
thoſe who are beſt ſkilled in the Science of Laws 3 
and it can by no Means in the World hurt or endan- 
ger the Publick, that they recommend one another: 
On the other Hand it is as true, that the Caſe is 
very different in the Church where the eſſential Qua- 
lifications of Prieſts being Charity, Humility, and 
Chriſtian Piety, may eaſily be judged of by the 
Meaneſt of the People; where likewiſe the due 
' Diſcharge of the Truſt repoſed in them depends 
more on their Honeſty and Moderation, than on 
their Learning or School Suſſiciency; and where the 
Courſe of Church Preferment cannot ariſe from a 
Cabal of Churchmen, without endangering the 
Royal Prerogative as well as the Rights of the People. 
It would not indeed ſurprize any Man, who 
knows the World, if he ſhould hear a Churchman 
pretend that, He has as much Right to nominate 
*« Tudges, as a Chancellor hath to adviſe in the 
„Nomination of Biſbops.“ I fear fuch aſpiring 
immoderate Men, would be glad to nominate one, 
as well as the other, if it might be permitted 
them; and conſidering that wonderful Cop Ex, which 
you have compiled, I ſhould think it extremely 
natural, that one of your Talents and Temper, in 
framing a Syſtem of Law, ſhould have an extra- 
ordinary Paſſion for introducing a Set of Judges 
to ſupport it. You will give me leave to retreſh 
your Memory, with ſome Particulars in our Hi- 
ſtory. When Biſhops nominated Bijhops, they 
made themfelves CHANCELLORsS Jtkewiſe, When 
they once encroached ſo far on the Rights of the 
Great Seal, they ſoon obtained the Cuſtody of it, 
as the Privilege of their Function. But the Re- 
formation of the Church, RESTORED the Authorit 
F the Law, and when an exorbitant Churchman, 
began to inravel the Reformation, he made — a 
2 | art 
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Part ot his Scheme, to /ubdue the Power of the 
- Law. He took the Nomination of Biſhops to him- 
ſelf; He took upon him the Power of controuling 
the Courts of Fuſtice, and as a Commencement of 
his Claim, in making of Judges, he prevailed on 
the King, to enjoin the Lord Chancellor, that 
half of the Maſters in Chancery ſhould be ap- 
pointed from among Doctors of the Civil Law, 
becauſe Cfuilians uſually practice and officiate in the 
Courts of the Biſhops. 3 3 

This Uſurpation of a Papal and Tyrannical 
Power, both in Spiritual and Temporal Affairs, to 
uſe the Words of the Commons in their Impeach- 
ment againſt him, drew the Weight of that Pro- 
ſecution upon him, and as the Lord CLaREnDON 
wiſely obſerves, THE JusTICE or THE KiNG- 
DOM, WILL AT SOME TIME OR OTHER, BE TOO 
HARD FOR THE STRONGEST OPPOSERS AND 
OPpPRESSORS OF 1T. | : 

It is to be hoped, that after ſo heavy a Cenſure on 
one who was placed at the Head of his Profeſſion, for 
aſſuming izgal Powers, and unwarrantable Functi- 
ons, no ſubordinate Churchman, will ever pretend to 
act in that Capacity, which if it were a /awful 
ane, could only belong to the Head of his Order. 
What would you, Sir, fay, if ever your Fate 

ſhould mount you up to the Top of the Lad- 
der Eccleſiaſtical; and one of your Suffragans ſhould 
aſſume, in Excluſion of yourſelf, the moſt exorbitant 
Powers, that any in your own exalted Station ever 
pretended to; Yeſpifing the Authority of the LAW; 
invading the Rights of the CRown ; DICTATING 
to Lords High Chancellors what belongs to their 

Office; and dictating to the Kix, his Sovereign, 
by publick Inſtructions in printed Papers, what 
Examples are fit for Chriſtian Princes to Imitate. 

I hope, Sir, you will agree with me, that if 
ever any ſuch daring” Pretender to lawleſs and un- 
B 2 righteous 
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vigbreons Domination over us ſhould'appear amongſt 
us, it will be our Duty, and I truſt we ſhall nei- 
ther want Spirit nor Means to defeat him. An 
honeſt Engliſhman, and a dutiful Subject, muſt be 
moved in this Caſe, by the ſtrongeſt Dictates, which 
Love to his Country, or Allegiance to his Prince, 
can in any Caſe ſuggeſt to him. Whenever an 
aſſuming Prelate, whole ſelſiſb and arbitrary Views 
'are as. evident, as his Malice and Cruelty againſt 
all who oppoſe them; whenever ſuch a Prelate 
ſhall lay Gaim to the Nomination of Perſons to Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Promotions, Dig nities aud Benefices in the 
Diſpoſition of he Crown, the Succeſs of his Attempt 
. endanger the King, and the Fundamental 
Conſtitution. If once he prevail in this Practice, 
and gain ſuch an undue Share of Favour, as to 
recommend in ſupplying vacant Sees, and to ſet 
aſide in ſuch Promotions, ALL who are diſagree- 
able to bmſelf, ER WILL BRING THE WHOLE 
POWER Or THE CROWN IN ECCLESIASTICAL 
AFFAIRS, INTO His OWN PosstssION 3 He will 
draw all the Church Endowments and Dignities 
belonging to the Royal- Nomination, within the 
Circle of his own Creatures and Dependents; He 
will diveſt the KING of his Princely Prerogative, 
to reward the Merit of his moſt deſerving Subjects, 
and to attach the Affections and Gratitude of thoſe, 
who might be moſt uſeful to his Service: And when 
ſuch a Prelate hath long proceeded in this Courſe 
of advancing to the higheſt Stations, and the moſt 
valuable Promotions, his own Set of Flatterers and 
SLAVES, it will not, I fear, be found that they 
hold themſelves under Obligations to their Prince, 
but to this Proteſtant PoxnTire, who will teach 
them, that the Power delegated to them by the Crown, 
may be a Weapon in their Hands, to wound the 
. Prerogative of the Crown. Whatever Uſurpations 
he ſhall attempt on the King's. Authority, he will 
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incite them to join with him in, for the Ad- 
vancement of their Common Ambition : And if ſuch 
Ambition or Inſolence ſhall at any Time be re- 

eſſed by a PRINcE jealous of his Honour, and 
juſtly attentive to the Preſervation of the ancient 
Rights belonging to his Crown, They will threa- 
ten to cabal againſt him; They will tamper with 
Civil Factions, to revenge the juſt Rebukes which 
they may receive from their injured and offended 
Sovereign; They will contrive Bargains with Par- 
ties, to diſtreſs the Crown for the Exaltation of 
themſelves; They will employ the «Weight and 
Intereſt of their Temporalities, to make Diviſions 
in the People, to influence the publick Councils, 
and even Parliamentary Elections: Evils, none of 
which can happen, if the CRoww ſhall retain to 
itſelf entire, the EXERCISE OF ITS OWN PRE- 
ROGATIVES, For, if the Prince on the Throne, 
ſhall continue to adviie with his Civil Counſel- 
lors, or reſort to his own Knowledge of Man- 
kind, in ALL his Nominations to Fcclefaftical Dig- 
nities; if he ſhall conſtantly promote Men qohom 
he knows to - deſerve his Favour, and to regard 
him with faithful Affection, if he does this without 
the Interpoſition of any ſelſiſb deſigning Church. 
man, however poſſible it is, that ſome Miſtakes 
may happen in Particulars, yet on the whole, it. 
is morally impoſſible, that the Dependance / 
thoſe he promotes can belong to any Intereſt but 
to that of the CRown ; They will owe the Crown 
their natural Gratitude, and having received the 
Favour of their Advancement from ihe King ALONE, 
none will ſtand in the way to intercept that Duty and 
Service which they ought to return bim: Whereas if 
he ſhould, at any time to come, ſuffer his Church 
Promotions to be modelled by any six ILE PRE- 
LATE, He will ſee that Prelate veſted in a ſhort time 
with a Power, almoſt able 7o controul ſupreme 
B 3 Authority 
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Authority ; He will fee the Devotion which ought 
to be paid to Him alone, in right of his Royalty, 
paid in his high Diſbonour and Wrong to a PRI EST, 
a proud aſſuming Prieſt, who will threaten, that 
if his ewin Creatures are not advanced, or if any 
Perſon, diſagreeable to his Humours or Intereſts, 
ſhall be advanced, that he will never be ſeen in 
the Court, nor appear in the Service of his Prince; 
and even that he will arm all the Eccleſuaſticks 
in the Kingdom with Clamour and Fury, to avenge 
his unchriſtian Quarrel. 

Such a Spirit as this, or any that reſembles it, 
ought to be ſuppreſſed with early Care. There 
is uo Service to a Court, that can pretend to pal- 
liate the Growth of ſuch alarming Encroachments 
upon the Power of the Crown, and there is no En- 
croachment upon the Regal Prerogative, fo dan- 
gerous to Mankind, to Civil Liberty, and Common 
Safety, as the U ſurpation of Ecclefiaſticks. It ever 
the leaſt Sign of ſuch Encroachment ſhould ap- 
pear, ſtop the Progreſs of it immediately. If in- 
dulgent Grace and Favour may at any time ſuffer 
it to go too far, let nothing be neglected to re- 
ſtrain it. Nothing can be Yoo great a Venture, 
to riſque in the Undertaking. Nothing can be 
a more dreadful Hazard, nay, more certain Ruin, 
than to ſuffer that it ſhould proceed. If ever its 
Progreſs ſhould appear to be beyond Reſtraint, 
the Power of the Crown, the LEGAL PRERo- 
GATIVE of the KI NC, is then ſwallowed up, per- 
haps, beyond Recovery; and the Prince on the 
Throne, who ſhould ſuffer his Clergy to flatter him 
out of his moſt eſſential Authority, would find 
ſuch FLaTTERERs become his TyRanTs, and 
the Power with which he parted to oblige them, 
would be employed to diſtreſs his Affairs; nay, 
to deſtroy HIMSELF and his FAMILY ; He would 
be but the Cypher of Royalty; He would be en- 

viron'd, 
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viron'd by the Power of the Church, and Ex- 
' GROSSED by a vile Cabal of inſolent Eccleſiaſticks. 
It is moſt evident that the Growth of this Eccleſi- 
aſtical Tyranny would take its riſe, Sir, from that 
Scheme which you propoſe for the trying and diſqualify- 
ing Candidates to Church Preferments ; I muſt there 
fore adhere to my former Opinion, . that the. Exam- 
ple which you advertiſed for the Uſe *of Chriſtian 
Princes, in the Daily Journal of February 27. is 
not fit for Chriſtian Princes to imitate, | 
I am apt to fear you have made an ill Applica-  - 
tion of an excellent Treatiſe ſet forth ſome Tears 
ſince, by a reverend and eminent Perſon, to conci- 
liate the Minds of the Clergy, when they were 
divided by a Commitment .of one of their Biſhops, 
on a Charge of High Treaſon. This Letter to the 
Clergy, which was publiſhed. in the Year 1722, is 
ſtill preſerved in the 24th Volume of the Political State 
of Great Britain; and as it is there ſaid, by Mr. Abel 
Boyer, was generally reported to have been written 
by the R. R. Dr. G N then L B— 
of Lin. Now fince ſo great an Authority 
muſt have paſſed into every Man's Hands, it mult 
be confeſſed, there were ſome Paſſages in that Letter, 
which coming from one ſo deſervedly truſted in 
the Derth of Eccleſiaſtical Secrets, may poſſibly 
have miſled the Weak and Undiſcerning, to enter-- . 
tain falſe and incongruous Notions of the Manner 
in which our Church is govern'd. - 
I fear, moſt worthy Dr. Codex, you have imagined, 
that ſuch a Scheme as you have propoſed for trying 
of Eccleſiaſtical Candidates, might one Day or other 
prevail, becauſe the Rev. Dr. G——-1, if he was 
the Author of that Letter, after he hath ſaid in the 
firſt Diviſion of his Diſcourſe, Par. IV. that it 
had been his Majeſty's continual and prudent Rule 10 
Conſult or Be DirtcTED by his Biſhops, in the 


| Diſpoſal of Preferments of every Rank in the Church, 
proceeds 
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. in this Manner to exult upon the Occaſion, 
What, ſays the Reverend Writer, can ſhew a 
reater Truſt placed in, or Deference paid to 114 
„ Ne, than to SHARE as It were HIS ROYAL 
PREROGATIVE WITH THEM, and MAKE Hu- 
* SELF BUT A KIND OF EXECUTOR OF THEIR 


4 
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PLEASURE. Here then adds the Letter 
4% Writer, let us, the CLERGY, Repoice, Sc.“ 
Now ſhould this amazing Paſſage be thought too 
much for a modeſt Clergyman to ſay, of his OWN 
Order or of his anointed Head, ſhould it be thought 


Hupendous Inſolence, to tell the World that the 


K— HIMSELF is DIRECTED by B——-ps, that 
HE SHARES his Royal Prerogative with Eccleſi aſticks, 
and is BUT AN EXECUTOR OF THEIR PLEA- 
SURE: Let us aſk ourſelves at the ſame Time, 
hath not this very Clergyman, who writes in this 
Manner during Thirty or Forty Years paſt, both 
preached and ſorn to maintain the Roy AL SUPRE- 
MACY of the King his Sovereign in all Cauies, and 
over all Perſons as well EcLESIASTICAL as Civil? 
And how is ſuch a Clergyman to be regarded, when 
after having entitled himſelf to ſo many Dignities 
and Emoluments, by the Repetition of ſuch Oaths, 
he ſhall, in Defiance of them, affirm that the K: 
himſelf, his ſupreme Head and Sovereign, hath been 

ps, who have ſworn to be di- 
rected by him; or that a Prince of ſo ſublime a Dig- 
nity could ever ſubmit to ſuch Diſbonour and Diſberi- 
ion of his Crown, as to SHARE bis Royal Preroga- 


tiyes with his Eccleſtaftices : And what is ſtill more 
injurious to Imperial Majeſty, and ignominious ta 


his ſacred Character, that HE, our SOVEREIGN 
Lord THE K could ever MAKE HIMSELF ta 


be confider'd and ſpoken of as puT THE Extcu- 

TOR OF THE PLEASURE OF PRItsTS! | 
Were theſe Expreſſions ever to be deſcribed in 
the Language of an IMPEACHMENT, and in the 
Vigorous 
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vigorous Style of Parliaments, they would be charged 
by an Housz or Commons, as inſolent, wicked 
and traiterous Words, expreſs'd in high Contempt 
and Derogation of the Royal Authority, in Dimi- 
| nution of the ſupreme Dignity of the, imperial 
1 Crown of theſe Kingdoms, and highly Diſreſpect- 
ful to the ſacred Perſon of our Lord the K—— 
tending to infuſe groundleſs Fealouſies into his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects, that his Royal Prerogative is SHARED, 
and his Adminiſtration DIRECTED, to the Prejudice 
af the People, and to the Diſhonour of the Crown, 
and tending to leſſen that Reverence which all his 
Majeſty's Subjects owe to Him their liege Lord and 
Sovereign. | 
Tet whilſt the Meaning of this Reverend Letter 
Writer comes under theſe alarming Conſiderations, 
we are ſtill, if poſſible, ſtartled more by what he 
fays in the ſecond Part of his Diſcourſe, Section I. 
Par. V. where enumerating the OA Tas taten by 
Clergymen, among which the OaTH or SUPREMA- 
ov is one, he adds, That after this Gordian Knot is 
faſten'd on the Conſciences of Clergymen, which 
no Art or Time can looſen, and which nothing. 
but Violence and Wickedneſs can cut, how muſt 
+. THEY appear to the World? How Mack, how 
-*© deteftable, if they act contrary to this ſacred En. 
gagement How much muſt the Chriſtian Religion, 
how much muſt even Natural Religion be weak- 
s ened by ſuch a Behaviour in the Clergy ? Believe 
me BRETHREN, continues the Iriter, that no 
<+ Imputatzon, no Stain can fix ſo faſt to our Church 
„ bas this, It is a STas almoſt in a vital Part, 
and only a vi/ible contrary Behaviour in us can 
& be the effectual Remedy in a Caſe of fo much 
Danger.“ EE 
Tell, me, Sir, what your Opinion muſt be of a 
Writer, who, whilſt he was cheriſhing ſuch a Spirit 
| an 
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and Diſpoſition in his own Mind, and whilſt he was 
advancing ſuch Pretenſions, in che Letter which he 


was writing, hath in the ſame Breath loaded tbem 


with ſuch a Weight of Guilt and Infamy, as the laſt 
recited Paragra ph contains. 

Dr. G N, or the Author of that Letter, was 
likewiſe plcaſed to ſay in the , Paragraph of his 
firſt Diviſion, in this Diſcourſe, ©** That it had been 
« experienced, that I WAS MUCH SAFER TO LAY 
THE Loins OF THE Law UPON A LAYMAN, 
THAN THE LITTLE FINGER OF IT UPON A 
CLERGYMAN, 

However poſſible it is that vain and ignorant „Men 
may feed their Hopes with ſuch Imaginations, let 
me as a Friend, warn you not to err on this Head, 
for it ever your Practices ſhall deſerve a publick En- 
quiry, or an exemplary Puniſhment, you will find, 
as the worthy LordClarendon ſaid, that the jusrick 
oF THE KINGDOM will one Day or other be ro 
HARD for you, however ſtrongly you may OPPOSE 


- or OPPRESS it. 


Do not therefore indulge a Dream which reflects 
ſo much Diſhonour on the Juſtice of the Kingdom. 
Do not imagine, that in theſe Times it can be at 


all ſafer 10 lay the Loins of the Law on a Lay- 


MAN, Zhan the Little Finger of it on a CLERGyY- 
MAN. Dr. G N, however he happened to 
drop this Expreſſion, will be ſo far from ſupport- 
ing you, that HE will be cited to ſhew you the 
Folly and Wickednes of ſuch vain Apprebenſions. 

Give me leave then, Sir, to lay before you Hs 
Sentiments on the CRIMES of E.CCLESI ASTICKS, 
and the PUNISHMENTS which Societies ought to pro- 
vide againſt them. A Leſſon which I hope will have 
fome Influence on your Conduct, as it comes from 
SUCH Authority. 


In 
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In the tenth Paragraph of the laſt cited Diviſion 


of his Letter, he addreſſes himſelf to the Clergy in 
this REMARKABLE Manner. 
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«« I preſume, ſays be to his Reverend Brethren, 
there is no Proteſtant among us who believes 
that a BisHoy, as 4 Biſhop, is, or ought to be 
exemp! from civil Enquiries, That erroneous No- 
tion was baniſh'd from our Iſle with Popery, long 
ago, and the KINOS SUPREMACY over all his 
Subjects is not doubted of by any Member of 
eur Church. Indeed when a Prelate acts with- 
in his proper Sphere, a larger Portion of Reſpect 
is due Bur whenever any one of that high 
Station acts contrary to his Religious Character, 
and ſtrikes at the Eſtabliſhment of his Country, 
it is his Intereſt that his ſacred Office be not re- 
garded in the Queſtion, left it ſerve only to ag- - 
gravate the Crimes proved againſt him; or to 
ſpeak in the Language of the Great St. Paul, to 
make his SIN exceeding SINFUL. It may be con- 
fider'd further, that a Crime againſt the Conſtitu- 
tion is equally dangerous, whether it be carried 
on by Lay or Episcoear Hanps, by one that 
wears a Sword, or a HABIT of Lawn. That 
State muſt be unwiſe to a Proverb, which will 
not take the ſame neceſſary Precautions againſt 
the one as the other; for, the Care of the publick 
is above any private Regard, becauſe it includes 
in it all other Relations, whether Natural, Civil 
or Eccleſiaſtical For my part, fays 
Dr. G n, I cannot but look upon this as an 
Inſtance of ſteady and impartial Fuſtice, ſuch as 
every Government ought to obſerve; and I 
would not wiſh myſelf a Member of a more 
Platonick Common-wealth, than where every 
Man who enters into ſuch Meaſures as endanger 
my Liberty, my Property, or my Religion, be he 
| Civil 
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c Civil or SACRED, wear he a Garter or 2 
«« MIT RE, is upon Diſcovery of his Deſigus, brought 
F< to a fair Trial, and does upon Conviction, pay 


that DREBT or PUNISHMENT which the known 


15 


Laws of his Country demand. 


In the next Paragraph he ſtill ſpeaks in fame juſt 


and forcible Manner, * That the Jusr iE and 
« SAFETY Gf the »Nation require that all Delin- 
„ quents be conſider'd and cenſured as Delinquents, 
<< without any regard to the Office, or Title, or 


£6 


Finger of it on a CLERGYMAN. 


Honour which they bear.” 


% 


I hope, Sir, after this you will never delude 
yourſelf to think, that it can be /afer to lay the 
Loins of the Law on a Layman, than the Little 


Opinion with me, that it is a Poſition full of In- 
folence and Scandal to the Fuſtice of the Kingdom; 
a Paſition which is fraught with Malice againſt 
our Conſtitution, and which imputes the moſt partial, 


eppreſſive, and unjuſt Proceeding 


- 


2 


for theſe detetable Notions, let me expoſt 


England. 


It, Sir, you ſhould till entertain any Fondneſs 
ulate with 


gs ta the gaod People 


* 


You will be of 


you in the admirable Words of the Reverend Writer 
in the.third Paragraph of his firſs Diviſion, where 
he tells us, he is appeaſing the little Jealouſies and 
Suſpicions which ſuch as you are apt ta harbour in 


vou. HP = 
« know, ſays Dr. G, that it is natura! 
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for Men of all Societies, even of incorporated 
Trades, though never ſo mean in the Eſtcem of 
the World, to be alarm'd at any Thing which 
may ſeem to reflect Diſbonour on them as a Body, 


or which brings the Perſons of their particular: 
Governors in Danger; for, where there is a 


Union of Intereſt, there is always a common Fea- 
Es Gen- 


louſy of Danger, But why ſhould not w 


tlemen, 


( 29 ) 

c tlemen, addreſſing himſelf to the Clergy, ws who 
care bred up to Leiters, and have received that ge- 
* nerous Education in our Univerſities which is 
e uſually thought not unworthy the Youth of the 
„ higheſt Quality; why ſhould not we, who under- 
„ ſtand how to diſtinguiſh and ſeparate thoſe things 
in our Minds which the unwiſe and wnlearned 
„ CONFOUND, fee clearly that it may be reaſonable 
and neceſſary for the Government to animadvert 
upon one of our Order, even in the ſtricteſt Manner, 
at the ſame Time that it reverences the Holy 
« Function with which he is inveſted.” | 

You will not imagine, now you have heard ſuch 
Recitals from this judicious Divine, nor durſt you 
ſuggeſt, that Dr. G can poſlibly ſerve you as 
an Authority in any of your «nwarrantable Claims, 
or cover you from the Cenſures due to your unlaw- 
ful Uſurpations. If any thing, Sir, could reclaim 
you to the Humility of a Chriſtian Clergyman, or to 
the Duty and Allegiance of an Engliſh Subject; if any 
thing could inſpire you with a juſt Senſe of your 
Oaths and Obligations, it muſt be the Words of 
this great and able Churchman, whoſe Letter of Ad- 
vice to the Clergy, I can never be weary of tran- 
ſcribing. | 

The ſecond Part of his Diſcourſe, Section the firſt, 
is opened in theſe Words. Give me leave to 
„ repreſent that with too many Men, we the Clergy 
lay under the Scandal of being a ResTLess and 
© UNGOVERNABLE Bopy, The Charge I know 
is not a true one, but it would grieve the Heart 
*© of a good Man, to find that there ſhould be any 
% the leaſt Handle for ſuch an unworthy Aſperſion ; 
<< tor, Sedition or Deſigns againſt the Conſtitution, is 

in a Clergyman an accumulated Crime; it is a 
© whole Cluſter of Sins in one, and as many more 
«© Aggravations when committed by us than by any 
others. For * 


«cc 


*We 


130 
We have ſolemnly dedicated ourſelves to the 
e Miniſtry of Holy Things, we have turn'd our 
« Backs upon the Cares of a ſecular Calling, and 
< have confined ourſelves to the more immediate 
« ſervice of Religion; ſo that for us to be con- 
< cerned in public Affairs, which are not made a 


Part of our Duty by the Laws, even though 


« we ſhould act in them uprighily, is hardly juſti- 
« fiable, and may well ſeem a temporary Depar- 
* ture from the Buſineſs of our Calling: Belides, we 
e never had yet much Reputation for our Skill in 
« judging of publick Matters — Why then ſhould 
« e quit that ſacred Province in which our Fellow 
Subjects will eaſily allow us to be able Judges of 
„Divinity, for that in which (let us confeſs it freely 
& for all the World knows it, and I think it for our 
Credit) we are not, we cannot well be Judges 
« of Politicks. 

We are all of us Men appointed to promote 
„ the Peace of Mankind, and to preach the Doc- 


* 


<< trines of OBE DIENCE to the higher Powers in 


« being, and of mutual Love and good Will to one 
& another ; and can it ſeem leſs than a vile Hipocriſy, 


or a dirett Diſbelief of the great Truths of Scrip- 


% fure, if we give any juſt Occaſion for our Civil 
«© Governors 10 ſuſpeft us as Seditious and Diſobe- 
dient Subjects? We fay, and rightly too, in our 
<< Sermons, that we are an Order of Men neceſſary 
<« to Government: Let us then by our Actions 
% prove this Truth, to thoſe who think other- 
* wiſe of us. We are ſome of us eloquent and 
* copious, in proving that Society cannot long 
ſubſiſt without Teachers of Religion: Let us then, 
J beſeech you, make it viſible to all Men, that 


a 
La 


ve endeavour to ſupport the Society in which 
vue are fo happily planted, and labour with all our 


«© Power, to diſappoint the Attempts of thoſe who 
** would overturn it. | i 
a CC We 
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% We of all Men do, with an ill Grace, endea- 
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vour to work up our Audience into Fury, eſpect- 
ally againſt the State; it 1s the very Reverſe of 
our Profeſſion, and is juſt ſuch a Solæciſin in Divi- 
nity as Superſtition in Philoſophy. 

*«« We are to conſider ourlelves ſtill further, as in 
ome ſort PENSION ERS to the State in which we 
live. Left this be not underſtood as it is meant, 
give me leave to expreſs my ſelf more clearly by 
ſaying, that though we have a Claim from Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon, ' to a Maintenance in the La- 
bour of the Goſpel, yet the particular Aſſignment 


of that Portion which we enjoy, is the FRee Gier 


OF OUR GOVERNMENT 3 or if any one will make 


«a Difficulty in allowing this, yet he cannot deny 


cc 


that the LARGE REVENUES as well as the Ho- 
NOURS attending the higher Stations of the Church, 
do entirely flow from the BounTy or our Laws, 
and are the Pensrons, which a wiſe Society 
pays to its diſtinguiſhed Eccleſiaſticts, for the Re- 
ward of their .uncommog Piety and Learning, 
and of the Pattern whiciBhey are ſuppoſed to give 


of SUBMISSION TO THEIR CIVIL GoveR- 


NoORS., Some of us enjoy not only what is ne- 
ceſſary for ſupporting us in the ſacred Buſineſs of 
our Calling, but have an Abundance ſufficient to 
make us fit down in the Rank of the Great and 
WeaLTHY. And I have often thought that it 
ſome amongſt us, who have been the warmeſt Ad- 
vocates for the Divine Right of our Incomes; 
were ſtrictly to take the Meaſure of them from 
what is ſaid concerning them in the Goſpel, they 
would LoSE AT LEAST ONE HALF OF THEIR 
REvENUES IN THE DANGEROUS EXPERIMENT, 
and perhaps have but the TYTHE LEFT THEM 
OF WHAT THEY NOW ENjo from the Munifi- 
cence of the Legiſlature. This therefore 1s an Ar- 

*© gument 
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Ut. oument of nuen WEIGHT! And may teach us 
& that as our Civil Governors are our Benefaftors, 
* whoever reſiſts them muſt appear baſely unthank- 

« ful, and cannot ſhake off his Obedience, without 
e taking upon himſelf a full Load of the INF AM 
© of INGRATITUDE,” 

I have now compleated ſuch Extras from this 
Letter of Pr. G as can be fit for your At- 
tention moſt reverend Dr. Cop xx. You have now 
ſeen the Judgment of Parliament in the IMPBACH- 
MENT of a former ſpiritua! Offender, for taking to 
himſelf the Royal Nomination to Eccleſiaſtical Dig- 
mities and intruding upon the Place of great Officers 
appointed to adviſe the Crown. You have ſeen the 
ſevere Animadverſions of the grave Author, your 
Reverend Brother, ſo often cited againſt you; and 
it may be expected you will not hereafter advance 
a Claim of Right, that any of your Profeſfion ſhould 
DIRECT. the K— or that any Eccleſiaſtick whatever 
ſhould sHARE his. Royal Prerogative, or that his 
Majeſty ſhould make himſelf BUT THE ExEHCUTOR 
OF 'YOUR PLEASURE. 

It is however clear and 3 that his 
will be the Caſe, this daring and dangerous En- 
groachment will be carried on, if ever a Govern- 
ing Prelate ſhall aſſume to himſelf the Right of 
REeyuDiaTING CHARACTERS, when they ſhall be 
recommended 10 Eccleſiaſtical Preferment. 1 5 any 
Man conſider the Conſequence of this Practice, 
and he muſt fee, that Ambition and Avarice would. 
by ſuch Means, have the largeſt Opportunity, of 
extending their moſt deſtructive and rapacious Pro- 
It an InquisiTiIon were lodged in the 
Hands of one or more Churchmen, to TRY and 
JUDGE any Candidate for Royal Promotion in the 
Church : It this might be done by the Evidence 
of low and profiigate Perſons ; by Diſcoveries of 

looſe 


Dd 


2 


3 


looſe Words and private Converſations, pretended 
do have happened at any former Diſtance of time, 
fo that the Opportumties may be [rrecoverably loſt, 
of recollecting every material Circumſtance, of ſet- 
ting things in their true Lights, and bringing hoſe 
who _ —— beſides the infamous Informer, 
to bear Witneſs of what was really ſpoke in his 
Hearing: If this, I ſay, is to be the Scheme and 
Proceſs of ſuch an Inquiſition, no ARBITRARY 
CHURCHMAN in future Times, will ever be with- 
out a Retinue of Eccleſiaſtical Affidavit Makers, 
and Spiritual Preferment Stoppers, who will pro- 
ſtitute their Oaths and Inventions, to blaſt the Cha- 
rafters of all Men, who may be likely to Riſe in 
the Church contrary to his Intereſts, ſo that he 
may indulge his Love of Power, his Luft of Lu- 
cre, his Envy, his Hatred, his Caprice or Warm, 
to ruin the faireſt Reputations: And as the beſt Men 
in the World will be the moſt obnoxious to his 
Reſentments, the moſt formidable to his Power, and 
the moſt to be dreaded by his jealous Ambition, Such 
Men will be the firſt to feel the Fury of his Ir- 
quifition, and to be DbpErauED by the peſtilent 
Tribe of his abandoned INFORMERS. 

Such were the Practices common in this King- 
dom, before the Reformation of the Church, when Ed- 
mund, the cruel and violent Biſbop of London, eclipſed 
the Power of 'the Crown, branded the moſt deſerving 
of the Clergy, and butcher the moſt Innocent of the 
Laity. As he carried on every iniquitous Project, he 
retain'd every infamous Proſtitute; and a memorable 
Inſtance of his vengeful Temper occurs to my preſent 
Recollection. He had ſeen a Clergyman riſe to a 
DEanaRyY by the Aſſiſtance of very honourable 
Patrons, whoſe Power he conſider'd with as much 
Ace as he beheld it employ*d to his fore Vexation: 
Whilſt che Affair * he had try'd every de- 
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cent Artifice to deteat them; He was not immedi- 
ately willing to break with them, and thought that 
his Ends might be carricd by ſmooth Expedients ; 
but when once he found his Intrigues were baffled 
by their fuperior Diſcernment, and the Promotion 
was obtain'd fo much to his Diſappointment, he 
cave the utmolt Scope to his Malice and REVENGE. 
The, firſt vacant Biſhoprick was made uſe of as the 
fitteſt occaſion for the Exerciſe of both. The very 
Perſon whoſe Advancement he had fo lately labour'd 
ro obſtruct, did HE himſelf officiouſly name to ſup- 
ply that vacant See, when no Man ask'd or expect- 
ed it: And this moſt inſidious Offer he made with 
expreſs Deſign to poſſeſs himſelf of a proper Op- 
portunity, whereby he defamed the Perſon, and ſet 
him aſide in the Promotion which he with Jo much 
Treachery had orr1c1ovsLy pretended to deſign in 
his Favour ; making his Reputation the BuTT of 
ſpiritual Informers, and fixing his PRELATicaL 
BRAND on his Name, as a laſting Pu»iſhment due 
to that Eccleſiaſtick who had dared to riſe in the 
Church without HIS ConsENT, and as a perpetual In- 
capacity ever to riſe in any future Inſtance, I muſt 
not diſmiſs this Affair without a juſt Remark. It 


was the Glory of a moſt renowned Proteſtant QUe en 
that She mortified the Pride, and cruſhed the Po- 


wer of this Unchriſtian Prelate. Mt 
If I ſhould view this Scheme of an Inquis1- 
TION, in the Lights of your own Intereſt, I be- 
lieve I could eaſily deter you from purſuing any 
ſuch pernicious and deteſtable Project. Are vou, 
Sir, ſo warm in your Situation, that you deſire 
no earthly Advancement, or are you ſo ſecure in 
your Reputation, that ſuch a Method of Prattice, 
ſuch an Inquiſition, might not eaſily deſtroy it? 
And are you ſure, that you have 20 Enemy in the 
World, whoſe Averſion to your higher Promotion, 
| might 
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might not induce to ſeek out Witneſſes of your 


former Life and Behaviour? Think then, that if 
a proud, ambitious, and malicious Prelate, ſhould 


ever nave the Opportunity of obſirudiing your Ex- 


haltation, by fixing a Stain on your Charatter, 
Whether his Reſort among your old Comrades might 
not :urniſh ſuch an Adverſary with fit Inſtruments to 
aſperſe. you ? And whether the Lure of his Faccour, 
might no: ſeduce ſome hungry ſtarving Eccle/raſiick, 
to teſtifſy that which every Man would reject with 
Scorn, were it not ſanctificd by thoſe Solemnities, 
which provoke our Abborrence + ? Suppoſe that any 
one ſhould have ſo much id Mill, and allow him- 
ſelf ſo large a Liberty, as to aver againſt you, 
Sir, chat thirty Years ſince, or up: zrds, you were 
a moſt virulent Facobitz, and not only expreſſed 
the urmoſt Rantour againk the Revolution, but 
pleizg*'d, in divers Companies, the mott auntawwul 
Healths, and rc<tuſed the Oat9s by Law required © 
Or that ſuch a Charge hath been ſo notorious, 
and you ſo extremely ſe 77 ble of its Weight againſt 
you, that the last Iucumbent of the See now vacant, 
was by your Arts and Influence obſtructed for 
TEN YEARS together, in HIs RISE 70 4 Biſbop rick, 
becauſe he had ſaid, that vou was 4 F ACO- 
BITE BY NATURE, AND A WHIG BY 
GRACE. Do you not think, that were it poſſible 
to procure ſach D-poſitions, it would be very hard 
upon you, if Encouragement ſhould be given to 
evil or envious Men, in the Buſineſs of defaming 
you, and that ſuch Defamation ſhould prevent you 
from the Benefit of ſuch Promotions, as the greateſt 
Perſons had endeavoured to procure, or Royal Fa- 
vour intended to give you? And would you have 
been content to have loſ# a Biſhoprick, or would 
you be willing to hazard an higher Promotion 
on ſuch an Experiment, as bringing to Light the 
In- 
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Tniquities, which might be poſſibly charged on the 
Courſe of the Life, in a Train of Exaftions, Ex- 
tortions, Oppreſſions, and Acts of Injuſtice? 

Do not therefore recommend ſuch Schemes to 
the Publick, or to the Crown, as muſt, and will 
be one Day or other the Introduction of this Practice, 
and may be the Deſtruction of your own Credit. 
If you did but reflect on what ſome Mien have 
done, you would tremble to conſider what Perſons 
of their Complexion may do. I have heard of a 
CHURCHMAN, who promoted a Proſecution 
againſt a very ſcandalous Offence ; and on the Ac- 
cuſation of that unnatural Sin, many were purſued, 
even to the laſt Sentence and Execution of the Law. 


This Perſon, with great Oſtentation, boaſted of this 


Service which he had performed, to the Cauſe of 
Religion and Virtue. It nevertheleſs happened, that 
a Prieft in the Diſtrift, where he had Authority, 
a Man of the moſt profiigate Principles, and in all. 
Reſpects of the moſt infamous Character, was known 
to him by the meritorious Diſlinftion of a moſt 
violent Bigot. As he was known to all the World 
by every immoral Practice, and by his avowd 
Diſſaffection to the Royal Family. This wicked Man, 
and w better could be expected from him, 
was as natural in his Vices, as he was odious in 
his Behaviour. He had long been made ſcanda- 
lous by his moſt ſhocking Amours, and at length 
was expoſed by one of a flagrant kind carried on 
with the CLERK oF HIS own PARISsAH; he had 
by his Practices on this Perſon, brought him into 
the Hands, and under the Operations of Surgeons. 
The Fact was too notorious for the Crime to paſs 
unpuniſhed, The honeſt Laity thought it a Mat- 
ter, fit for the Cognizance and Correction of the 
Civil Magiſtrate ; but whilſt this purpoſe was in 
Agitation, his Reverend Superior interpoſed, — 
| che 


6 
the Honour of bis Order, deſiring that this vile 
Delinquent might be firſt proſecuted in the Spi- 
RITUAL CovRT, where having once been formally 
diveſted of his Eccleſiaſtical Character, he might 
then be decently delivered up to the Secular Power, 
and puniſhed in his Lay Capacity, for Crimes 
which he actually had attempted in his Clerical 
Habit. The Proſecution under this Management, 
was begun, was ſpun out with tedious Delays, 
and after the moſt friſting Defence, was at length 
concluded to the Condemnation of the accuſed Party. 
An Appeal was then lodged, was protracted in an 
extraordinary Manner, and the Appellant found 
GuiLTY again of thoſe unnatural Practices which 
had been laid to his Charge. See now the Uſe of 
theſe Delays ! The Proſecution had been ſo long 
depending, that it would have had no Counte- 
tenance in the Civil Courts, had an Indiftment 
been preferred ſo long after the Fact was Com- 
mitted, The Father of the Flock having there- 
fore with this Deſign, prevailed by his Influence, that 
the Proceſs ſhould continue ſo long depending, did 
at laſt, with great Humility, and brotherly Love, 
by his good Offices, moderate the Fudgment, and 
SCREEN the unnatural Offender from Juſtice, ſo 
that the Spiritual Fudge, condemn'd him as GuiL- 
TY OF ALL THOSE UNNATURAL PRACTICES, yet 
diſcharged him by a Commutation of 100 l. Coſts; 
reproving him, in the graveſt Style for this criminal 
Converſation with his CLERK, and enjoining him 
not to commit ſuch filthy Sins in Time to come. 
Thus was Fuſtice diſarmed of her Power to pu— 
niſh the worſt Offences ! Thus did an intriguing Ec- 
clejraſtick, $eREEN Enormities in his own Order, 
which he had followed with all the Vengeance of 
Law in the Caſe of other Men! And do you not 
think, that were ſuch a Man to be entruſted with 


ſupreme 


1387 


Jupreme Power in the Church, he would employ it 


as wickedly and as partially, in $TIGMATIZING 
ſome, as he hath employed it in sc REENINO of others? 
And that as he can protect the worſt ſort of Men 
in their Crimes, for being ſubſervient to his ex- 
orbitant Projects, he would BLACKEN THE fair 
REPUTATION of others, for being oo honeſt to join 
in ſupporting his Iniquities ? 

Such Behaviour in any Churchman, contributes 
more than all the Works of Infidelity, ro blemiſh 
the Honour, and ſubvert the Foundation of the 
Chriſtian Religion. Thoſe who have the Cauſe of 
Virtue and Piety moſt at Heart, loſe their Zeal 
an the Service, or the Support of a Church, whilſt 
they ſee Churchmen acting in ſuch a Manner, and 
Church Authority, proſtituted ro ſuch unchriſtian 
Ends. One PasroR of this Complexion confutes 
ALL the Paſtoral Letters that ever were written ; 
and the World will be apt, however unjuſtly, to 
conceive, that nothing was ever charged on Ec- 
clcfhaſfticks which was not true, if ever they ſhall 
ſee there is nothing immoral, - but what ſome of 
the Order can commit, eſpecially if ſuch Offenders 
ſhould be of ſuch Rank, that their Example can- 
not be of more extenſive Influence, than it ought 
to be of laſting Infamy. 

But if ever we ſhould have the Misfortune to 
fee the Scheme which you have recommended to 


the Imitation of Chriſtian Princes, obtain under 


eur Conſtitution ; if ever we ſhould ſee a diſhoneſt 
and a defaming Churchman, endeavour by his Ca- 
Iumnies and his INFORMERS, to propagate Falſboods, 
and promote PERI URIES, thereby to diſgrace an 
innocent Man, whoſe Merit he envies, and whoſe 
Integrity he looks on with fearful Eyes; if thus he 


thai) labour to circumvent the moſt worthy, and 


ruin the moſt amiable Character, may there never 


be 


. 


( 39 ) 
be wanting a GREAT and POWERFUL PATRON, 
to ſuftain the Cauſe of Innocence, whoſe AvTao- 
RITY to protect him, may be as irreſiſtible, as 
that ELOuEN CE with which he ſhall windicate 
his Fame, and whoſe Honouk ſhall make him 
incapavle of giving up his Friend to the Loſs of 
his deareſt Reputation, when the Favour which he 
ſought to procure him, ſhall have incited ſuch ſcan- 
dalous Church Jobbers to diſgrace him. | 

It is a Security, as it is a Comfort to us, that the 
Honour of the Crown, and the Wiſdom - of that 
PRINCE who wears it, will never permit his Fa- 
vours in the Church to be ENGROSS'D by any ambi- 
tious Churchman, nor his Royal Grace, at any Time 
intended to be. conter 4 on a deſerving Clergyman, - 
to be intercepted by the baſe Atlem;'s of PoksTITUTE 
InForxMERs. He wil be 10% jealous of his Imperial 
Dignity, to fuifer that any. Eccleſiaſtick whatever 
16-1] openly. boaſt, in Derogation of bis Royal Supre- 
macy, THAT THE K IS DIRECTED BY HIM, 
thit HIS MajtsTY SHARES HIS ROYAL PRERo- 
GATIVEs WITH HIM, AND MAKES HIMSELF 
BUT THE EXECUTOR OF His PLEASURE. 3 

Gur Sovercign, Sir, is not to be treated with 
fuch Inſolence and Pride. He hath ſhewn-to the World 
that he will be KING OF HIS PEOPLE ; and will be 
as far from allowing an ambitious Churchman to n1- 
VIDE his ſovereign Authority, as He will be from 
ſuffering any ſuch Scheme of Ambition to be carried 
on by the vile Arts of PERJUR'D INFORMA TION. 
He will neither gratify the wicked in their nf 
Uſurpations, to the Diminution of his own Glory, 
nor give up the wortby and innocent a Prey to their 
vindictive Revenge. He will, whenever he finds it 
expedient, abate the Pride of ſuch Men, though they 
ſhould be as inſolent in their Threats of oppofing. bis 
Service, as they were indecent in their Beaſts of 

| , 
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mating bim the MEER EXECUTOR OF TAEIR Pl E A- 


SURE 3 and they will fee, when they provoke his 
Royal Indignation, that in the ſteady Courfe of im- 
partial Fuſtice, it is as fafe to inflict the Puniſhment 
of Law on an offending Clergyman, as on any Lay- 
man whatever. 1 | 5 
As this is the Light in which every faith/u! Sub- 
ject regards his Prince, I hope, Sir, that ſince it is 


your Duty, you will ſoon find it to be your Intereſt 


to treat his Royal Perſon with the ſame Reſpect and 
Decency; and that you will apply to Chriftian 
Princes, on future Occaſions, in a much more be- 
coming Manner, than by Paragraphs printed in the 
Daily Papers, ſetting forth to the World what Ex- 
amples are fit for ſuch Princes to imitate, 


Iam, S1R, 
our moſt Humble Servant, &c. 


Lincotns Inn. : 
5 March 1733. 


